NEGRO CUSTOMS

within city precincts and thereby won the praises of all
True Believers.

'Did not these processions on the *Id of Nayruz (New
Year's Day) with loud gibes enter the harlot's house carry-
ing a kitten - her implied offspring ? But,' said my pious
informant, 'the Sultan's action in suppressing this may have
been precipitate for, alas, since then promiscuity has
increased.'

The negro community is almost self-contained, and the
biggest single element in the population of the Dhufar
capital, Awwadh, a Court slave and most exalted above
his fellows, was their ab9 a magistrate to whom negro
disputes were usually referred for settlement. Nor was he
without an assistant glorying in the high-sounding name of
naqib^ but the rank and file of slaves are aulad and banat^ i.e.
'boys' and 'girls,' euphemistic terms when they are applied
to wrinkled negroes and aged negresses.

Slaves may have their taboos. One here, for instance, is
that they may not touch dead animals other than those
properly slaughtered for food. It is the master and not
the slave who would remove a dead cat from the house, and
where is the Court slave who would willingly consent to
drag away the carcass of a horse? For such and other
infringements of their code there is punishment (normally
ostracism) 'by communal sentiment, the decision being
cried round the town with a conch - the slaves' alarm: while
the offender's readmission is celebrated by the slaughter of
a sheep in the blood of which he dips his foot.

Negro slaves in my experience are of a contented mind.
They have a cheerful demeanour often lacking in their
masters, so that they sing and dance apparently unmindful
of their political and social disabilities. It is difficult for a
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